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North London Fostering Consortium

Specialist Fostering Schemes

Foster Carers’ contract

1.
Introduction:
The North London Fostering Consortium’s Specialist Teenage Fostering Scheme has been developed in response to the needs of young people aged 11-15 who have very challenging behaviour and who are at risk of needing a residential placement. (It is widely acknowledged that residential placements generally are not the most appropriate resource for these young people, often making the existing behaviour patterns worse.)  

Many placed young people will have experienced a traumatic childhood and may have a history of a number of broken foster placements.  Placing children and young people with a NLAFC Specialist Teenage Fostering Scheme carer/s can help to set boundaries around their behaviour and in turn help them to overcome their problems. 
Many of these young people will be out of school, have little routine in their lives and may be involved in criminal activity. NLAFC Specialist Teenage Fostering Scheme carers provide more than holding placements for these young people; our carers demonstrate an understanding of problems their placed young people face and are able to communicate and bring about change.  
This contract is supplemental to the carers’ Foster Carer Agreement with their own local authority Fostering Service.. The NLAFC Specialist Teenage Fostering Scheme’s carers are still responsible for meeting all the responsibilities of foster carers working for the Local Authority they have been approved and registered by.

2.      NLAFC Specialist Teenage Foster Carers receive:

· A weekly fee of £

· A weekly fostering allowance as set by the Local Authority they foster for     . This includes all the costs of looking after the young person e.g. pocket money, clothing, savings etc.

· The weekly fee and allowance will add up to £750 +. 
· Retainer payments of 50% of the above rates for up to 4 weeks, providing the Carers remain available to take a placement, after which payments revert to those provided by their approving Local Authority

· Targeted support provided by partner agencies and by named professionals
· Ongoing professional training relevant to effective professional practice

· Individual support packages as required, as negotiated with the placing Local Authority

3.
Core expectations of NLAFC Specialist Teenage Foster Carers

· Ensuring that at least one carer is available to meet the needs of the placed young person/s at all times; additional work beyond that agreed as compatible at time of approval is to be discussed in advance
· Participation in monthly Specialist Teenage Fostering Scheme support and development meetings and additional training as required

· Recording of significant events and sharing written information by secure email.
· Participation in network meetings (of professionals involved with the placed young person) 
· Notice of at least 28 days to ending a placement, unless the Carer or their household is at immediate risk from the young person.
4.         Agreement:
(a) First Foster Carer

Full Name ………………………………………………………………  Date……………..
Signature…………………………………………………………………………
(b) Second Foster Carer 
Full Name ………………………………………………………………  Date………………
Signature…………………………………………………………………………
Fostering Service Representative
Full Name ………………………………………………………………  Date………………

Role……………………………………………………………………………....
Signature…………………………………………………………………………
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