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North London Fostering Consortium

Specialist Teenage Fostering Schemes

Foster Carers’ ROLES AND RESPONSIBIILTIES
Purpose of the Specialist Teenage Fostering Schemes:

Our specialist teenage foster carers will foster 11-15 year olds who have troubled backgrounds and would otherwise be placed in residential or independent fostering agency placements. They will also take young people who will be leaving the Consortium’s residential assessment unit and cannot return home to their family’s care.  Our placements will generally be for three months to two years, or occasionally to adulthood. The young people will then return home, to long-term foster carers, or to a placement in the community.
Young people will be referred to the specialist scheme from Children’s Social Care in Barnet, Camden, Enfield, Hackney, Haringey and Islington.

Specialist Teenage Fostering Scheme Foster Carers:

· Provide a structured and safe home environment for a maximum of one young person or, occasionally siblings. 

· Set and maintain clear boundaries.
· Work with young people whose behaviour at times places them and/or the community at risk.

· Work to objectives set for each young person in their care.
· Work as part of a team, supported by therapists, social workers, youth offending teams, teachers, drug and alcohol workers etc.
· Attend all meetings as required.

· Maintain a placement even where a young person is exhibiting difficult anti-social behaviour and work with the young person and other professionals to bring about positives in the life of that young person.  
· Help young people believe in themselves.
· Are available during the day when the young person needs them to be.

· Transport the young person/s to school and/or other appointments as required. 
· Are involved in discussion with birth family members and when appropriate facilitate contact.

· Act as an advocate for the young person, ensuring that their rights and views are heard and maintained.

· Provide written information as required about the needs, risks, views and progress of the young person/s in placement.

· Attend monthly support group meetings for Specialist Scheme foster carers.

· Demonstrate a commitment to ongoing training and development.
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