North London Adoption and Fostering Consortium 

Remand Fostering 

Initial Risk Assessment Checklist

This checklist will be provided at the time of referral. It assesses current risks associated with the young person, and ways in which this risk can be managed. Please note that the following Safety issues arising from a risk assessment may indicate the inappropriateness of placing a young person in a remand fostering placement. Examples where such cases may arise are those young people either allegedly involved in serious violence, sexual offending and fire setting or having histories of these types of offending behaviour.
1) Vulnerability

Is there evidence that the young person is at risk of being vulnerable as a result of the following? Please include the young person’s previous history, and any current risk.
	
	In the past
	Currently

	The behaviour of others (e.g. bulling, abuse, neglect, intimidation, exploitation)
	Yes

No


	Yes

No

	Change in circumstances (e.g. separation, loss or bereavement, change of care arrangements)
	Yes

No
	Yes

No

	Their own behaviour (e.g. risk taking, drug/alcohol use, violence, absconding)
	Yes

No
	Yes

No

	Their mental health (Non-compliance with medication, disengagement from mental health services)
	Yes

No
	Yes

No


Are their indications that the young person is at risk of self-harm or suicide? Please include the young person’s previous history, and any current risk.

	
	In the past
	Currently

	Suicidal attempts
	Yes

No
	Yes

No

	Suicidal ideation
	Yes

No
	Yes

No

	Suicidal plans
	Yes

No
	Yes

No

	Self-harm/self-injury
	Yes

No
	Yes

No

	Substance misuse
	Yes

No
	Yes

No


2) Risk of harm to others

Are there indicators that the young person may cause harm to others? Please include the young person’s previous history, and any current risk.

	
	In the past
	Currently

	Conviction of a serious specified offence
	Yes

No
	Yes

No

	Sentencing in the Crown Court for a specified offence
	Yes

No
	Yes

No

	Features of offending such as; use of weapons, sophisticated methods, targeting of individuals
	Yes

No
	Yes

No

	Attitudes and motives such as; desire for revenge, desire for control, discriminatory beliefs
	Yes

No
	Yes

No

	Interests or activities such as; fascination with violent paraphernalia, association with dangerous networks or individuals
	Yes

No
	Yes

No

	Arson/fire setting
	Yes

No
	Yes No

	Hostage taking
	Yes 

No
	Yes

No

	Sexual offences
	Yes

No
	Yes 

No

	Cruelty to animals
	Yes

No
	Yes

No

	Threats to harm others
	Yes

No
	Yes 

No

	Stalking/harassment of others
	Yes

No
	Yes 

No


Where it has been identified that the young person presents a current risk please specify the risk below. Please provide action required to manage risk within the remand fostering placement. 

	Current risk identified from above list
	Action required to manage risk within the placement

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Initial Risk Assessment completed by:

Name

Post;

Contact Details:

Date.
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