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Remand Foster Care

Briefing for Professionals.

The North London Adoption and Fostering consortium are in the process of setting up a Remand Fostering Scheme to Young people at risk of custody aged between 12-17 in Barnet, Camden, Enfield, Haringey and Islington. Initially we are aiming for 5 foster homes offering 5 placements.

The numbers of children and young people on secure remand are not reducing at the same rate as those serving custodial sentences.

In 2010/11, 26% of all young people in custody were on remand however 61% of those on secure remand were acquitted or did not go on to receive a custodial sentence from trial. This suggests that many secure remands may be unnecessary and expensive.

*         From the implementation of Legal Aid Sentencing & Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 (LASPO Act) children and young people remanded to youth detention accommodation to be treated as looked after;

*         Care planning - initial meeting within the 1st week of remand, followed by a 2nd meeting after the first Statutory Review Meeting (4 Weeks +)

*         Statutory Review Meeting - meetings held after 1 month, 3 months, every 3 months thereafter

*         Maintaining the placement - Meetings held after 1,4 and 7 weeks, every 6 weeks thereafter

*         Transition to leaving care - meetings held after a young person has been on remand for 13 weeks.

The Remand Foster carers are specially trained and supervised to provide a structured home environment and will ensure all the Young people placed in their care adhere to the conditions set by the court and support them through the court process.
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