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NLAFC Parent and Child Fostering Scheme:

Parenting Assessment Template

1. Introduction:

· Assessor/qualifications
· Background history to the assessment
2. Assessment Design:

· How the assessment was to be done – e.g. direct observations; foster carer records and workbook; semi-structured interviews with parent(s), views of other professionals etc.
· The Letter of Instruction or Assessment Plan

· Issues or difficulties in carrying out the assessment

3. The Parent(s)’ Engagement and Participation in the Assessment:

· Attendance, ability to engage etc.

4. The Assessment:

· The questions and requirements of The Letter of Instruction identify particular areas of the assessment to focus upon.

· The Department of Health Assessment Framework is completed and used to provide a holistic assessment, although the main focus will be on parenting capacity.  The report needs to include information about the parent’s future parenting capacity, and their ability to meet the child’s needs in the future.

5. Risk Assessment:

· Areas and levels of risk
· Recommendations

6. Conclusions:

7. Recommendations:


Guidance Notes for Assessing Social Workers

1. INTRODUCTION:

The Introduction should be about half a page long and consist of an explanation of

· Who you are, your qualifications and why you are doing the assessment

· What you are doing

This is a social work parenting assessment of Fred and Wilma Flintstone as directed by His Honour Judge Rubble at the Rockville Court on 12th April 2012.
· Who are the children?

Pebbles Flintstone is the sixteen month old daughter of Mr and Mrs Flintstone.

· The child’s circumstances

Pebbles is presently residing with foster carers subject to an Interim Care Order (Section 38, Children Act 1989) having been removed from her parents care in January 1989.  Mr and Mrs Flintstone have been offered supervised contact with Pebbles three times a week since she has been in foster care

· What are the concerns

The family has been known to Children’s Services since before Pebbles was born having been referred by the midwife providing antenatal care who expressed concerns about the suitability of the home environment.  A social work assessment was undertaken which highlighted concerns about the state of the home, which has no modern amenities, and the insistence of the couple in keeping dangerous animals.
2. ASSESSMENT DESIGN:

3. THE PARENTS’ ENGAGEMENT AND PARTICIPATION IN THE  ASSESSMENT:

4.  THE ASSESSMENT:

FAMILY COMPOSITION 

Name                   
Dob 


Relationship

CONTEXT OF THE ASSESSMENT

You do not need to give a detailed history. Everyone already has it either in the CP papers or the court chronology.  

Example

The detailed history of this case is available to Court in the bundle

Cover:

· Who are you assessing?
· History of drug and alcohol abuse, criminal convictions (in ensuring safety?), individual history and relationship history (which may not already be covered in CP papers). If it is already detailed, refer to the bundle number.

· Their relationship eg married parents both holding parental responsibility. 

· Who are the child/ren and their age? Any special needs. 

· The child’s circumstances 

e.g. residing with foster carers since January 2012 subject to an Interim Care Order (Section 38 Children Act 1989)

· What are the concerns? – broad strokes here – 

· Any significant incidents 

e.g. Mr Flintstone was charged with dangerous driving whilst Pebbles was in the car on the 12th December 2011.

· When did the LA initiate proceedings what was the outcome of any earlier hearings.

· What do the parents want? 

e.g. Mr and Mrs Flintstone would like Pebbles to return to their full time care?

· Why have you been instructed? 

e.g To undertake a social work parenting assessment of Mr and Mrs Flintstone in order to assist the Court in decision making with regard to Pebbles future. 

· How have you assessed? 

e.g. This assessment follows the Department of Health Framework for Assessment (2000) using the areas of this format applicable.  It further addresses the ability of Fred and Wilma Flintstone to meet the needs of Pebbles Flintstone as the identified child.

ASSESSMENT PROCESS TO DATE

In order to assess this case I have had access to the Court Bundle to date and the Children’s Services files.

I have undertaken the following meetings

Fred Flintstone: 1st March 2012 etc…..

Wilma Flintstone: 2nd March 2012 etc….

Fred and Wilma Flintstone: 3rd March 2012 ……

All of these meetings took place in the family home.

You must interview everyone living in the home and get police checks on all the adults. 

I observed contact between the parents and Pebbles at Rockville Contact Centre on the 14th March 2012.

I have undertaken the following liaison:

24th March 2012 – Telephone discussion with Pat Bones, Child’s Guardian………..

OTHER EXPERT REPORTS

PARENTAL HISTORY 

· Do not seem to say that you accept anything the client says as wholly true or accurate e.g.  Mr Flintstone told me.

· Give your observations and dates when you saw things e.g. when I observed contact on 2nd April 2012 I noted that Mrs Flintstone had brought Pebbles a snack of a large bone which, in my opinion, the child would not have been able to eat.

· It’s probably easiest to tell the history chronologically starting with the circumstances of the parent’s birth and going up to the present day.

· You must include the safeguarding issues e.g. police records 

· What is their perspective on the history? Do they think it has affected them?

· What have they learnt from the history and what would they do differently? 

PARENTAL RELATIONSHIPS

BASIC CARE

ENSURING SAFETY

EMOTIONAL WARMTH

STIMULATION

GUIDANCE AND BOUNDARIES

STABILITY

ANALYSIS / RESPONSE TO SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS
The ability of the parents to meet the child’s need in the future:

· Use of “what if scenarios” for this part of the assessment.
· Enfield has a specific assessment tool (like the Adult Attachment Interview) which can be used for this.
· Use of tools such as Parenting Stress and Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaires.

5. RISK ASSESSMENT:

6. CONCLUSIONS:
· What is your opinion having undertaken the assessment

This assessment concludes with the opinion that there appear to be ongoing and significant concerns about risk of harm to Pebbles if she were to be returned to her parents’ care.  Specifically Mr Flintstone appears to have no insight into the risks posed by his large “pets,” consistently responding to my attempts to discuss matters with him with the words “Yabba! Dabba! Doo!” Further, whilst Mrs Flintstone was able to demonstrate a degree of insight she is, in my opinion, unable to oppose her husband in his wishes.  Whilst she appears to object to the animals in the home, she told me “Someday, maybe Fred will win the fight. Then that cat (a sabre toothed taiger) will stay out for the night”.  I conclude therefore that Mrs Flintstone is unable to ensure that matters in the home are altered such that Pebbles could be safe.
7. RECOMMENDATION: 

· What do you recommend?

Thus it is my opinion that Children’s Services will need to make alternate arrangements for long term care of Pebbles Flintstone. 
“I confirm that I have made clear which facts and matters referred to in this report are within my own knowledge and which are not. Those that are within my own knowledge I confirm to be true. The opinions I have expressed represent my true and complete professional opinions on the matters to which they refer.”
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